face pressure from their families and communities, especially in rural areas, so
they may be forced to keep their faith a secret.

Examples

Pray for the Persecuted Christians in Morocco

Several converts from Islam to Christianity were detained and questioned by
the security services about their possession of Bibles, as well as their contact
with foreign Christians.
Converts from a Muslim background are often the victim of physical or even
sexual abuse at the hands of members of their (extended) family. Female
converts have been forced to marry a Muslim man.
During the reporting period, at least two church properties were vandalized.
The number of church properties in Morocco is very low.

Self-Proclaimed Christians: < 0.1 % Evangelical Witness: 0.0%
Muslim: 99.9%
Total Population: 36,635,000

Illegal to Share Your Faith
Although Morocco is considered to be relatively tolerant compared to other
countries in the region, it is illegal to evangelize. Moroccan law criminalizes
"shaking the faith of a Muslim," which means that Christians who talk to
others about their faith risk criminal charges and arrest. Converts to
Christianity can be punished in other ways, as well, such as losing inheritance
rights and custody of children. Other restrictions imposed by Islamic
authorities include the confiscation of Christian literature in Arabic (including
Bibles) and serious challenges in securing places of worship for Christians with
a Muslim background. Islamic extremists are also a threat; advocates for the
rights of Christians have been targeted for violent attack.

How Christians Are Suffering
Because they cannot get permission and official recognition to meet together
publicly, Moroccan Christians meet in house churches; they are especially
aware they are under close surveillance by authorities who monitor their
activities. To ensure Moroccans are not attending services, expatriate
churches are also monitored intensely. Expatriates accused of sharing the
gospel in Morocco have been deported. Christians from Muslim backgrounds

The apartment of at least one convert from Islam to Christianity was
demolished by his own family.

Pray for Morocco
' A recurrent problem for Christians who are open about their faith relates to
Article 220 of Morocco's Penal Code, which criminalizes "shaking the faith
of a Muslim." This puts many Christians who talk to others about their
faith at risk of criminal prosecution and arrest. Pray that believes are
emboldened to share the love of Christ.
' Pray for Christians who have difficulty finding a church to attend. Pray that
they would not be discouraged or lose their commitment to meet with a
church community.
' While the law only punishes proselytization, converts to Christianity can be
punished in other ways, for instance by losing inheritance rights and
custody of children. Pray for protection against injustice.

